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For Internal Circulation Only 13 January 2019 

Topic:  The Tender Forgiveness of the 
Lord 

Service: 8am & 10am Services 

Speaker: Dr Philip Satterthwaite (BGST)                

Rooted in the Living Word    Empowered by the Holy Spirit    Abiding in Christ only    Daring to Hope and to Love    Yielding Fruit To God’s Glory 

Welcome to Bethesda Frankel Estate Church 

Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder the things of the past. Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring 
forth, will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.- Isaiah 43:18,19 

Key Verse:  
“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem...” (Isa. 40:1) 
 
Introduction: 
The message of comfort – a hard message to believe 
 
The context:  

Exile, Babylonian captivity 

A judgment long threatened become reality 

 
1.  The Promise: Return from Captivity (40:1-11) 

 The time of punishment is over (vv. 1-2) 

 A second exodus back to the land (vv. 3-5) 

 The power of God’s word (vv. 6-8) 

 The gentle Shepherd (vv. 9-11) 

 
2.  The Powerful Creator (40:12-26) 

 A1: The Creator’s power and wisdom (vv. 12-14) 

 B2: The Creator and the nations (vv. 15-17) 

 C: The Creator and the idols of the nations (vv. 18-20)  

 B2: The Creator and the nations (vv. 21-24) 

 A2: The Creator’s power and wisdom (vv. 25-26) 

 
3.  The People’s Lament and God’s Response (40:27-31) 

 The lament: God does not care (v. 27) 

 The response: how can you say that? (vv. 28-29) 

 The promise of renewed strength (vv. 30-31) 

 
Conclusion: 

God is willing to forgive and restore. 

Do we believe this? 

 
 
Questions for Discussion 

1.    What was it like to be an Israelite exile in Babylon around 540 BC (just before the exile came 
to an end)? 

2.    Which speaks to you more from today’s text, the verses describing God as gentle Shepherd, 
the verses describing God as powerful Creator, or the verses describing God as Lord of the 
nations? How does today’s text hold these ideas together? 

3.    Do you agree that a message of forgiveness and restoration can be hard to trust? How can you 
cultivate in yourself a sense of God’s tender forgiveness? 

 

2019 Happenings 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
6 Jan 
 
CNY Combined Bilingual 
Service @ 9am 
10 Feb  
 
Good Friday Combined 
Service@ 9am 
19 Apr 
 
Easter Sunday @ECP 
Baptism #1 
21 Apr 
 
Praise Sunday #1  
Parents’ Day 
12 May 
 
Celebration of Hope 
17-19 May @ National 
Stadium 
 
45th AGM  
26 May @ 9.30am 
 
Church Camp 
7-10 June @JB 
 
Praise Sunday #2 - 
Church 61st Anniversary 
28 Jul 
 
National Day Observance 
Service 
4 Aug 
 
Baptism #2 
11 Aug 
 
Church-wide Journey 
18 Aug - 22 Sep 
 
Praise Sunday #3 
Baptism #3 
8 Dec 
 
Christmas Combined  
Service 
25 Dec 
 
Watchnight Service 
31 Dec 
 



Keep this for your Prayers & Participation 

Reminder: Please submit any announcements for consideration in the next bulletin by Tuesday through your Ministry Head  

13 January 2019 

OUR OTHER REGULAR MEETINGS 
Cell Groups …..   46 cell groups meet during the week. To join one, 
contact Shirley Soo Tel: 62414622 Email: ShirleySoo@bfec.org.sg 

9214 (Seniors): Bible Study & Fellowship (Sun 10am @ ClassRmA1); 
FrankeLights (Mon 10.00-11.30am @ Vineyard) 
Table Tennis (Tue 6pm, Thu 3pm, Sat 9.30am @ Upper Rm) 
Hanyu Pinyin Class (2nd & 4th Wed, 1.30-3.00pm @ Vineyard)  

Ladies’ Group: Tue 8pm @ Annexe  
15/01 Health Talk on Dementia     22/01 Mrs Jingle Cortes              
29/01 Gracestoration study series 

Chinese Evergreen Fellowship:  Wed 10.30am - 12.30pm  

刘友升牧师 -  恩典晚年 

Jesus Club: Wed 16 Jan 7.30pm @ Chapel   

Church Prayer Ministry: Fri 8pm @ Chapel  
18/01 John’s Gospel Chapter 2 - Hoong Ngee Khoon 
25/01 John’s Gospel Chapter 3 - Ng Geok Chye 

Peranakan Ministry: 2nd & 4th Sat 4pm @ Chapel 
26/01 My Daily Walk With God - Mrs Janet Armstrong 

Foreign Indian Workers’ Fellowship  
English Class: Sat (except last Sat) 8–9:30 pm @ Class Room A1  

International Fellowship (Indonesian & Filipino): Sun 10am-
11.40am @ Lvl 3 Excel Room & Class Rm C3  

WAG: Sat 26 Jan, 7.30pm    Venue: Home of Mr & Mrs Ronnie Koh 
Topic: New Year, New Priorities (Ecc. 9:10)    Speaker: Jeffrey Goh 

Have A Prayer Request? Write it in the Response For m 
so we can alert the F.I.R.E. team to pray with you. 

Frankel Intercessors Ready  Everywhere & everytime 

Considerate & Responsible Car Parking 
If you are double-parked and blocking other  cars 
in the back carpark, please be considerate and leave 
your number on your dashboard so that you can be 
contacted if we need you to move your car. 

Kampong  Siglap  (KS)  update  &  prayer 

 Calling all lawyers!  
Some of New Hope's clients require help from time to time 
and they have approached us for help! If you want to find out 
more about this or are interested in learning alongside us, 
please feel free to contact Nicholas at 91282169. 

 Sub-com now formed: Program, Kitchen, Gardening, Legal.  
 New  Hope  Community Services has appointed two   
    representatives to Kampong Siglap Management Committee. 
 Pray that renovation works will be completed safely and 

smoothly by 27 Apr ’19. 
 Visit our church website for more info on Kampong Siglap 

& briefing slides: https://www.bfec.org.sg/kampong-siglap. 
 Email ksmc@bfec.org.sg if you have questions.  

Our Condolences and Love to…  
Celestine (husband Hank), Celine (husband Benjamin) 
& family on the home-call of their beloved mother, the 
late Mrs Iris Tan, on 8 Jan. 
Do support & uphold the family with your prayers 
during this time of bereavement. 

Our Worshipful Response 
Our Response during the service is an act of worship.  In addition to 

hardcopy response forms, you may also submit      
responses  online to http://bfec.sg/response  

or via whatsapp or sms to 9670 1800  
*** Note: This is NOT an emergency hotline.*** 

Special Talk organised by Ladies Group 
ñForget Me Not - Caring for A Loved One with Dementiaò 

Date / Time: 15 Jan 2019 (Tuesday) / 8.00pm 
Speaker:  Dr Wu Huei Yaw works in Tan Tock Seng 
Hospital. Trained as a geriatrician & palliative medicine 
physician, he looks after patients with advanced illnesses both 
in the hospital and in the homecare setting.   All are welcome.  

Cheer Gift 2018 Update: We thank the Lord for His generosity 

through you, His saints at Frankel. To date, Cheer Gifts received total 

$272,838.50. To God be the Glory! 

Let us pray for our *Under-shepherds serving in 2019 to  
follow Jesus, seek the Lord and for unity as a church body  
*Elders, Deacons, Church Staff, Missionaries, Ministry ICs, 
Cell Group Leaders, Sunday School Teachers & Helpers, 
Grow@Noon Leaders, Young Adult Leaders. 
Scan the QR code for the list available in  
our church website or pick up a copy from 
the table outside the Sanctuary. 

2019 THEME VERSE  Isaiah 43:18,19 

“Do not call to mind the former things,  

or ponder things of the past. Behold, I will 

do something new, now it will spring forth; 

Will you not be aware of it? I will even 

make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in 

the desert.” 

Date Topic 

13 Jan Isa 40:1 - 31 The Tender Forgiveness of the Lord 

20 Jan 
Isa 41:1 - 42:17  
The Lord and the Idols (I); Israel as the Lord’s Servant 

27 Jan 
Isa 42:18 - 44:8 
Israel’s Weakness and Blindness; The Lord’s Power  

3 Feb 
Isa 44:6 - 45:25  
The Lord and the Idols (II); Cyrus as the Lord’s Servant 

The prophecy of Isaiah addressed sinful Judah, who had forsaken the 
Lord & thus suffered God’s judgment in their conquest & exile by 
Babylon. In Isa 40-55, God spoke to the future of the people of Judah. 
Despite their sinfulness, God would not abandon them but wanted 
them to trust in Him, reminding them of His majestic sovereignty over 
the world, and His steadfast love and commitment to His people.    
God also promised a second and greater exodus to come, through the 
Servant of the Lord, for the restoration and redemption of His people 
and the salvation of the nations. God continues to speak today through 
Isaiah’s message. He calls us to trust and hope in Him for the salva-
tion which His Servant has accomplished, and to be ready to depart in 
the new exodus. Will we listen and obey the Master’s voice?  
This 19-part Isaiah series will stretch through the year but it will be 
done in several phases, interspersed by other topical series.  Do pray 
along for these brethren who will be taking us through the series:  
Dr Philip Satterthwaite, Elders Alex, Ernest, Joshua, Caleb, Melville, 
Deacons Jason, Daryl and bro Lai Yong. 

Pulpit Series 1 (a) on Isaiah 40 - 55:   Supreme God,  
Suffering Servant - Our Sure Hope of Salvation 

2019 upcoming classes to equip yourself: 
 

1) Reading and Leading Bible Studies in the Book of Isaiah 
26 Jan & 2 Feb (Sat)   10am - 12.30pm @Vineyard          

The  workshops (conducted by Jason Sin) will cover an overview of 
Isaiah, focusing on Isa 40-55. We’ll also examine certain passages 
therein (corresponding to the BFEC pulpit topics), with the aim of 
identifying  their main point / purpose. Finally, we will also be intro-
duced to preparing & leading Bible studies (focusing on passages 
from Isa). Sign up with seowcheng@bfec.org.sg by 23 Jan 
 

2) Class 101 Baptism & Membership Class #1 
(24 Feb, 3, 10 & 17 Mar) with Easter Baptism on 21 Apr. 
Are you ready to be baptised this year? Baptism/Membership Trans-
fer. Application forms can be obtained from the church office. 

 

3) BFEC Cares Training - 6 modules (17 Feb - 24 Mar) on Tue 
nights 7.00-10.00pm; providing an introduction to Christ-centred  
Caring. Look out for more details. 
 

4) Equipping for Ministry (EFM) small group,  
Sunday 12.30 - 2.00pm starting 3 Mar. The EFM is an intentional 
mentoring and discipleship program which aims to equip followers of 
Christ in a foundational study of God’s word and in personal and min-
istry and leadership skills. Contact Elder Soon Boon (9451 7122) or 
Elder Danny (9759 0400) for more details. 

mailto:seowcheng@bfec.org.sg

